
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Health and Adult Social Care and 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee

held on Thursday, 5th November, 2020 at Virtual Meeting

PRESENT

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chairman)
Councillor A Moran (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors J Barber, S Brookfield, J Clowes, A Critchley, D Edwardes, 
B Evans, S Gardiner, D Murphy, J Parry, P Redstone, R Vernon, J  Weatherill 
and N Wylie

PORTFOLIO HOLDERS IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor L Jeuda, Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care and Health; Deputy 
Leader of the Labour Group
Councillor J Rhodes, Portfolio Holder for Public Health and Corporate 
Services

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE

Oliver Bennett, Chief Operating Officer (Mid Cheshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust)***
Jill Broomhall, Director of Adult Social Care
Brian Green, Deputy Director of Nursing & Director of Infection, Prevention 
and Control (East Cheshire NHS Trust)**
Madeleine Lowry, Associate Director (Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust)*
Sally Mann, Deputy Director of Nursing and Quality (Mid Cheshire Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust)***
Mark Palethorpe, Executive Director of People
Anushta Sivananthan, Medical Director (Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust)*
Nichola Thompson, Director of Commissioning
Dr Matt Tyrer, Director of Public Health

* Attended for Minute No. 47
** Attended for Minute No. 48
*** Attended for Minute No. 49

41 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

42 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED – 



That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 8 October 2020 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

43 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor A Moran declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the 
Mid Cheshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust.

44 DECLARATION OF PARTY WHIP 

There were no declarations of a party whip.

45 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak.

46 COVID-19 UPDATE 

The committee agreed to bring this item forward on the agenda to be 
taken as the first substantive item of business.

The Director of Public Health provided an update on the Covid-19 
outbreak and the work undertaken by the council in response to the 
pandemic. Members of the committee asked questions and put comments 
in relation to;

 the most number and rate of cases in Cheshire East;
 how the statistics in Cheshire East compared to neighbouring 

authorities and regions;
 what the latest guidance was regarding visitations to care homes, 

and what work the council had undertaken to try and support safe 
visitations where appropriate and possible; and

 how the council was ensuring that the Infection Control Grant was 
being used to ensure that care home staff had been paid if they had 
to stay off work to self-isolate.

RESOLVED – 

That the update be noted.

47 CHESHIRE AND WIRRAL PARTNERSHIP NHS FOUNDATION TRUST - 
QUALITY ACCOUNT 2019/20 

Consideration was given to the 2019/20 Quality Account of Cheshire and 
Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation Trust. Members asked questions and 
put comments in relation to;

 the Trust’s positive performance having been rated as Good and 
Outstanding by Ofsted across the key assessed areas;



 what work it has undertaken as a Veterans Aware trust with local 
ex-service and British Legion brances;

 what areas had under-performed or not gone as well as had been 
planned;

 how the Covid-19 pandemic had impacted the Trust’s achievement 
of its objectives from 2019/20; 

 how the Trust had supported the welfare and wellbeing of its staff 
since the outbreak of the pandemic; and

 what financial savings had been made by the Trust through it’s 
recent re-design of adult’s and older peoples mental health 
services.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the Trust be thanked for attending and presenting its 2019/20 
Quality Account report.

2 That the committee’s feedback and response to the 2019/20 Quality 
Account for sent in the form of a letter.

3 That the Trust provide a response in writing to the question 
regarding the financial savings that had been achieved by the Trust 
through its re-design of adult’s and older peoples mental health 
services.

48 EAST CHESHIRE NHS TRUST - QUALITY ACCOUNT 2019/20 

Consideration was given to the 2019/20 Quality Account of East Cheshire 
NHS Trust. Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 why the Trust had performed below the national average on being 
responsive to the personal needs of inpatients;

 whether the one specialist diabetes nurse was sufficient to provide 
the necessary service across the Trust’s geographical area;

 what measures it had put in place to support incoming patients who 
have learning disabilities, delirium, or other conditions, who cannot 
travel to the hospital with family, a carer, or a friend; and

 how the Trust had supported the welfare and wellbeing of its staff 
since the outbreak of the pandemic.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the Trust be thanked for attending and presenting its 2019/20 
Quality Account report.

2 That the committee’s feedback and response to the 2019/20 Quality 
Account for sent in the form of a letter.

49 MID CHESHIRE HOSPITALS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST - QUALITY 
ACCOUNT 2019/20 



Consideration was given to the 2019/20 Quality Account of Mid Cheshire 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. Members asked questions and put 
comments in relation to;

 the Trust’s positive performance regarding staff recruitment through 
its numerous international recruitment drives;

 how successful and smooth the integration of the Trust’s maternity 
service with that of East Cheshire NHS Trust’s had been; and

 how the pandemic had affected the hospital’s bed capacity;

RESOLVED – 

1 That the Trust be thanked for attending and presenting its 2019/20 
Quality Account report.

2 That the committee’s feedback and response to the 2019/20 Quality 
Account for sent in the form of a letter.

50 ADULT SOCIAL CARE WINTER PLAN 2020/21 

Consideration was given to a report highlighting the council’s plans and 
measures put in place locally for the upcoming winter period.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 the local flu vaccination programme;
 the policy regarding patients’ safe discharge from care homes
 the support identified for unpaid carers; and
 what support mechanisms had been put in place to ensure adult 

social care staff were supported throughout the pandemic.

RESOLVED – 

That the report be noted.

51 DELIVERY OF RECOMMISSIONED INTEGERATED LIFESTYLE 
SERVICES 

The committee received an update on the performance of the contract for 
the One You Cheshire East integrated lifestyle, which commenced in 
November 2019. 

It was noted that the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic had significantly 
impacted the delivery of services against this contract. Members asked 
how many other contracts the council had in place that had been similarly 
affected, and what measures were in place to review and manage contract 
performance accordingly.

RESOLVED – 



That the update be received and noted.

52 FORWARD PLAN 

The committee reviewed the council’s Forward Plan of key decisions. The 
Chairman provided some feedback and comments regarding the Social 
Value Policy paper, to be considered by Cabinet on 10 November 2020, 
which would be collated with the wider comments of committee members 
and forwarded to the responsible Portfolio Holder in advance of the 
Cabinet meeting.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the Forward Plan be noted

2 That the comments in relation to the Social Value Policy paper be 
collated and submitted to the responsible Portfolio Holder in 
advance of the Cabinet meeting on 10 November 2020.

53 WORK PROGRAMME 

The committee carried out a review of its work programme and planned 
items of business. Members enquired as to whether the next update from 
health partners (due on 14 January 2021) could be brought forward to the 
committee’s next meeting on 3 December 2020.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the work programme be agreed.

2 That the Scrutiny Officer liaise with health partners to ascertain 
whether the update on the Sustainability of Health Services in 
Cheshire East could be brought forward to the next committee 
meeting on 3 December 2020.

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 1.07 pm

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chairman)


